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1. Executive Summary 

 
1.1 Fly tipping nationally and locally is a significant problem and a strategy has 

been prepared to tackle fly tipping in the borough along with an action plan.  A 
number of initiatives are proposed in this plan one of which relates to 
deployable CCTV provision. 

 
1.2 Members to be updated on the proposal for Township based and funded 

environmental deployable CCTV. 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 Middleton Township Committee currently have £28,446 committed towards 

deployable CCTV cameras. 
 
2.2 Environmental Management propose to finance an additional deployable 

CCTV camera to extend the trial.  This camera will be deployed to hotspot 
areas within the borough using the data gathered through their operational 
system (Alloy).  Township Sub-Committees will be kept updated, consulted on 
where required with progress via the Overview and Scrutiny Study Group 
working party updates. 

 
2.3 Members are asked to decommit the £28,446 allocated from Middleton 

Township Funds as Environmental Management propose to finance an 
additional deployable CCTV camera to extend the trial. 

 
3. Reason for Recommendation 

 
3.1 In November 2021 Cabinet agreed a fly tipping working group be set up as 

part of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny work programme.  The 
objective of this group is to explore current and best practice, review 
resources, pilot solutions to offer neighbourhoods bespoke opportunities to 



reduce fly tipping on a domestic and industrial scale.  Due to delays beyond 
everyone’s control of late, this work is now moving forward and an action plan 
has subsequently been drafted and adopted by Cabinet and the group, with a 
view to delivering a long term comprehensive fly tipping strategy and amends 
where appropriate to other aligned and supporting Policy (Waste Collection, 
Environmental Enforcement), etc to Cabinet for adoption and full roll-out in 
future years. 

 
3.2 There are also a number of other factors which need to be taken into 

consideration when assessing future use of CCTV.  These relate to the much 
wider, recently agreed review of all Rochdale Borough Council CCTV 
management, being led by Neighbourhood colleagues which Environmental 
Management will need to feed into.  The long awaited DEFRA national Waste 
Strategy which is due to progress in future months, and which may have 
significant impact on all local authorities, local business and residents in terms 
of how they manage their waste production and refuse and disposal, 
alongside national and regional approaches to various waste related initiatives 
will need to be considered in the round. 

 
3.3 It is therefore a recommendation to consider the above in line with the 

ongoing Overview and Scrutiny Study Group work, and to keep committees 
updated and involved in progress with the action plan via this forum.  This 
should be best placed to encompass requirements relating to the Council’s fly 
tipping response in future and to feed recommendations that have been 
approved by this committee. 

 
4. Key Points for Consideration 

 
4.1 Due to the volume of informal requests from individual Ward Members over a 

number of years, in March 2021 Environmental Management brought an 
outline proposal to four of the five Township Committees.  This proposal 
allowed, if agreed by individual committees, the commitment of any in-year 
remaining funds toward the purchase of deployable CCTV cameras to deter 
and detect fly tipping environmental crime in their neighbourhoods.  
Townships with remaining funds, who wished to prioritise the funding for this 
use, tacitly committed some funds to this project, with the understanding 
Environmental Management would return with a detailed proposal based on 
each Township’s requirements. 

 
4.2 Reports were subsequently submitted to the four Townships that had pledged 

funds, proposing each Township initially fund one deployable CCTV camera 
for their Township, which Environmental Management would manage on their 
behalf to directly tackle fly tipping related environmental crime.  Due to initial 
expectations regarding the potential of these units, Members in all of the four 
Townships, at their respective initial meetings, requested to purchase 
cameras beyond the original request and for further use, such as ASB, etc. 

 
4.3 Environmental Management therefore placed its initial roll-out on hold and 

committed to exploring this further development and the variety of questions 
posed at each Township.  This situation clearly required further consideration 
and consultation with partner services and organisations, alongside a review 



of specific legislation governing the use of such systems for differing purposes 
by the same organisations. 

 
4.4 The current position boroughwide in the intervening period and due to a delay 

in progress of the initial or developed use of CCTV at a Township controlled 
level, alongside frustrations from some Members, resulted in certain 
Townships aided by Environmental Management purchasing a small number 
of deployable CCTV cameras for other projects, but which still fall within the 
direct remit and management of Environmental Management.  Examples are 
Jubilee Park in Middleton, Balderstone Park and Hare Hill Park.  These units 
are effectively operating as fixed units, albeit with the option to redeploy when 
desired and when full governance arrangements and oversight relating to their 
use is in place and agreed with individual committees. 

 
4.5 Environmental Management have also utilised their internal budget to 

purchase a deployable CCTV camera as a trial unit which has been deployed 
at three locations thus far.  The lessons learnt from this camera demonstrate 
that further trials are required, potentially with other types of unit to be able to 
get a true idea of impact and implications as well as resources. 

 
4.6 Early feedback to Townships from the trial: 
 

 Deployable units provide relief from fly tipping in hotspot areas with a 
notable drop off in fly tipping within the sight line of the units. 

 When units are removed there remains relief from fly tipping initially, 
although in some instances there is a spike where those who have been 
deterred notice the absence of the unit and take the opportunity to fly tip 
immediately. 

 Effective use of deployable CCTV is resource intensive. 
 Most fly tips caught by the units have demonstrated wilful tipping by local 

residents who have taken precautions not to get caught, for example 
concealing their identity, not tipping near their own property or tipping at 
night. 

 It is unlikely CCTV will generate income in fines from enforcement action 
at such a level as to be cost neutral due to the deterrent effect. 

 
4.7 Alternatives Considered 
 

In considering the report, Members will decide whether or not to agree with 
the purchase of an additional environmental deployable CCTV camera to 
extend the trial and the decommitment of Middleton Township Funds. 

 
5. Costs and Budget Summary 

 
5.1 Middleton Township Devolved Funding & Devolved Services Sub Committee 

on 11 March 2021 approved the allocation of the remaining balances of 
Middleton Township Funds (£28,446) for the purchase of environmental crime 
CCTV cameras with the final decision delegated to the Middleton Township 
Chair and Vice Chair to agree the specifics of the project to be approved. 

 



5.2 Middleton Township Devolved Funding & Devolved Services Sub Committee 
on 29 November 2021 agreed the previously committed amount of £28,446 be 
allocated to purchase two standard CCTV units and one additional ANPR unit 
for Middleton only use with any remaining budget to be reviewed at a later 
date if required. 

 
5.3 Environmental Management propose to finance one additional deployable 

CCTV camera to extend the trial within the borough. 
 
6. Risk and Policy Implications 

 
6.1 Rochdale Borough Council as a landowner has a duty to investigate fly tipping 

on its land and take action against private landowners where appropriate if 
they do not clear fly tipping on their land. 

 
6.2 Deployable CCTV can play an important role in the prevention of fly tipping 

and the detection of those responsible for doing so.  Rochdale Borough 
Council are looking to adopt a strategy to tackle fly tipping and a consideration 
of this strategy is the use of deployable CCTV. 

 
6.3 The use of CCTV is not without risk and is subject to strict data protection 

requirements, not following these closely can lead to additional risk to the 
Council. 

 
7. Consultation 

 
7.1 Township Sub-Committees will be kept updated, consulted on where required 

with progress via the Overview and Scrutiny Study Group working party 
updates. 

 
Background Papers Place of Inspection 

 
None N/A 

 
 
For Further Information Contact: Anthony Johns Tel: 01706 922058 

anthony.johns@rochdale.gov.uk 


